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MEETING MINUTES 
CITY OF MILPITAS 

 
 

Minutes of: Open Government Subcommittee 
Date: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 
Time: 5:30 PM   
Location: Committee Room, Milpitas City Hall,          

455 East Calaveras Blvd. 
 
 
 
 
I.             ROLL CALL PRESENT:    Vice Mayor Gomez, Councilmember Livengood 
 
 STAFF:    City Attorney Elizabeth Pianca (by telephone conference), 

Asst. Information Services Director Terry Medina, City Clerk Mary 
Lavelle 

 
 PUBLIC:   one member of the public 
 
               CALL TO ORDER   Vice Mayor Gomez called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. 
 
II.          APPROVAL OF AGENDA – approved by consensus 
 
III.        APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES –   accepted for June 7, 2006 
 
IV.        PUBLIC FORUM – None 
 
V.         DISCUSSION OF OPEN GOVERNMENT ORDINANCE 

 
Councilmember Livengood asked the City Clerk to place onto the next agenda a detailed 
discussion about what is disclosed on the annual Form 700/Statement of Economic Interests. 
Specifically, he suggested the City Attorney should provide this information.  
 
Lobbyist Definition: 
Definition of lobbyist was discussed at this meeting, referring to the June 19 memo from Attorney 
Eric Danly. The City Attorney recommended that an additional sentence be added to the 
definition of a lobbyist in the Open Government ordinance (Municipal Code I-310 – 3.10):   
 
“Officials or employees of other government agencies shall not be deemed lobbyists for purposes 
of this ordinance when communicating with City officials or employees on behalf of such other 
government agency.” 
 
Councilmember Livengood and Vice Mayor Gomez agreed with this wording, based on last 
month’s discussion of this subject, and asked the City Clerk to prepare to bring this text as an 
Ordinance for a vote before the City Council. 
 
Lobbyist Registration: 
City Clerk Lavelle presented a general draft of a form for consideration as the Lobbyist 
Registration form for the City of Milpitas. She had prepared the form strictly according to the 
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description of required information listed in the Open Government ordinance, and that review and 
comments were needed. 
 
Councilmembers and staff reviewed the 3-page form section by section.  Ms. Lavelle explained 
the information requested of lobbyist filers.  Mr. Livengood asked specifically when would the 
quarterly forms be due, and staff made the suggestion that forms be due one month following the 
close of the quarter.  For example, the period January through March would be due on April 30. 
 
Implementation of the lobbyist registration was briefly discussed.  Vice Mayor Gomez noted he 
did not want the program to become a burden on staff.  Councilmember Livengood expressly 
stated that the onus for filing the forms must fall squarely on lobbyists, not the City Council or 
the City Clerk.  He suggested that the City Clerk should make the registration forms available, for 
example, in the Planning Department where developers are likely to visit the City.  They could 
easily obtain the necessary registration form, prior to attending a meeting at which they may 
lobby City staff or the City Council.  
 
Further review on the form and the practical implementation of it were suggested for discussion 
at the August meeting. 
 
Councilmembers agreed that at the next meeting they would like to review in detail further the  
draft registration form for lobbyists.  Also, Mr. Livengood requested that the City Attorney 
review what is required to be disclosed on the Form 700 by state law and whether the City of 
Milpitas may require further specific information on that annual Statement of Economic Interests.  

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The Subcommittee meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM to Wednesday, August 2 at 5:30 PM. 
 
 
 

Meeting minutes submitted by  
Mary Lavelle, City Clerk 
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